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SUBJECT: HINDU ARTICLE ON US OFFICIAL'S VISIT 

FOLLOWING SENT ACTION NEW DELHI FROM MADRAS JUL 1 1 
IS REPEATED 

QUOTE 

UNCLAS MADRAS 1136 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, IN, US, AF 

SUBJECT: HINDU ARTICLE ON U.S. OFFICIAL'S VISIT 

FOLLOWING IS FULL TEXT OF ARTICLE TITLED: "U.S. OFFICIAL COMING 
FOR TALKS ON REGIONAL SITUATION" ( FROM HINDU POLITICAL CORRES- 
PONDENT IN NEW DELHI) APPEARING IN JULY 1 1 HINDU. 

BEGIN TEXT. 

THE U.S. UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS. 

MR. DAVID NEWSOM, IS ARRIVING IN DELHI ON TUESDAY ON A 
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TWO-DAY VISIT FOR TALKS WITH THE PRIME MINISTER, MR. MORARJI 
DESAI, THE EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER, MR. A.B. VAJPAYEE, 

AND THE FOREIGN SECRETARY, MR. JAGAT MEHTA, ON THE 
REGIONAL SITUATION WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO THE RECENT 
EVENTS IN AFGHANISTAN. 

AS THE SENIOR-MOST CAREER DIPLOMAT IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT 
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WHO RANKS THIRD IN ITS HIERARCHY IN HIS CAPACITY AS UNDER 
SECRETARY IN CHARGE OF POLITICAL AFFAIRS COVERING ALL THE 
TERRITORIAL DIVISIONS. MR.NEWSOM IS MAKING A QUICK SWING 
THROUGH THE AREA TO ACQUAINT HIMSELF WITH THE CURRENT THI 
NKING OF COUNTRIES LIKE IRAN, INDIA, PAKISTAN, SAUDI ARABIA 
AND AFGHANISTAN ITSELF ON ISSUE OF REGIONAL IMPORTANCE THAT 
ARE ALSO OF GLOBAL INTEREST TO THE UNITED STATES. 

THE IMPORTANCE THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA IS ATTACHING 
TO MR. NEWSOM'S VISIT IS EVEDENT FROM THE FACT THAT THE 
PRIME MINISTER ABD THE EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER WILL 
BE MEETING HIM IOINTLY, ALTHOUGH HE HAS NO MINISTERIAL 
STATUS, MAKING A MARKED DEPARTURE FROM THE NORMAL PRACTICE. 

MR. NEWSOM IS ARRIVING IN DELHI AFTER DETAILED DISCUSSIONS 
WITH THE SHAH OF IRAN AND HIS TOP ADVISERS IN TEHERAN. HE 
GOES TO KABUL FROM DELHI FOR TALKS WITH THE LEADERS OF THE 
NEW REGIME IN AFGHANISTAN, BEFORE VISITING ISLAMABAD AND 
JEDDAH ON HIS WAY BACK TO WASHINGTON. 

SOVIET INFLUENCE 

THE VISIT OF MR. NEWSOM TO THE AREA SO SOON AFTER HIS 
APPOINTMENT AS UNDER SECRETARY REFLECTS THE GROWING U.S. 
CONCERN AT WHAT IT CONSIDERS TO BE A RAPID EXTENSION 
OF SOVIET INFLUENCE TO THE REGION. THERE ARE INDEPENDENT 
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REPORTS MORE OR LESS CORROBORATING THE AMERICAN ASSERTION 
THAT THE NEW REVOLUTIONARY REGIME IN AFGHANISTAN IS INDUCING 
A LARGER NUMBER OF SOVIET ADVISERS INTO KEY BRANCHES OF GOVERN- 
MENT, INCLUDING THE ARMED FORCES. IT HAS ALSO BEEN CONFIRMED 
THAT THE WEST GERMAN SPECIALISTS WHO WERE BROUGHT IN BY THE 
PREVIOUS GOVERNMENT TO TRAIN THE SECRUITY POLICE HAVE BEEN 
REPLACED BY SOVIET EXPERTS. 

ACCORDING TO REPORTS REACHING DELHI, THE RULING PEOPLES 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY (PDP) HEADED BY MR. NUR MOHAMMED TARAKKI, 

THE PRIME MINISTER OF THE PRESENT REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT, 

IS ALSO IN THE THROES OF SOME INTERNAL IDEOLOGICAL CONFLICTS 
IN REGARD TO THE DEGREE OF ITS OVERT DEPENDENCE ON THE SOVIET 
UNION. 

THE SO-CALLED MODERATES LED BY MR. TARAKKI AND THE FOREIGN 
MINISTER, MR. HAFIZULLAH AMIN, WHO HAS REPLACED THE VICE- 
PRESIDENT, MR. BADRAK KARMAL, AS THE SECOND MOST IMPORTANT 
MAN ON THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE PDP, ARE SAID TO BE 
CLOSER TO MOSCOW THAN SOME OF THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE 
POLITICAL BUREAU WHO HAVE BEEN QUITE CRITICAL OF THE SOVIET 
POLICIES IN THE PAST. 
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POLICY DIFFERENCES 

THE WAY MR. BADRAK KARMAL HAS BEEN EASED OUT OF HIS 
PIVOTAL POSITION AS NO.2 MAN IN THE REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT 
AND APPOINTED AS AMBASSADOR TO CZECHOSLOVAKIA, FOLLOWED BY 
THE SUDDEN ELEVATION OF MAJOR MOHAMMED ASLAM WATANYAN AS 
MINISTER OF INTERIOR IN PLACE OF MR. NUR MOHAMMED NUR WHO IS 
BEING SENT OUT AS ENVOY TO THE UNITED STATES, CLEARLY INDICATES 
THAT SOME SERIOUS POLICY DIFFERENCES HAVE ARISEN AMONG 
THE LEADERS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT. BUT THERE IS NO 
RELIABLE INFORMATION YET WHETHER THESE DIFFERENCES RELATE 
PRIMARILY TO THE NATURE OF THE NEW REGIME'S LINKS WITH THE 
SOVIET UNION OR EXTEND TO INTERNAL POLICIES CONCERNING THE 
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PACE OF SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION. THE NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES ARE 
WATCHING THESE DEVELOPMENTS CAREFULLY WITHOUT JUMPING TO ANY 
ABRUPT CONCLUSIONS. 

MEANWHILE, THERE ARE REPORTS OF FRESH TENSIONS BUILDING UP 
BETWEEN AFGHANISTAN AND ITS TWO IMMEDIATE ISLAMIC NEIGHBOURS, 
IRAN AND PAKISTAN. THE REVOLUTIONARY REGIME SUSPECTS THAT THESE 
TWO COUNTRIES ARE ACTING IN COLLUSION TO FOMENT DISAFFECTION 
AMONG THE RELIGIOUS ELEMENTS IN AFGHANISTAN. 

P.M.'S WARNING 

THE PRIME MINISTER HAS WARNED "REACTIONARY GOVERNMENTS" WITHOUT 
NAMING THEM THT ANY ATTEMPT TO CREATE TROUBLE AGAINST THE 
AFGHAN REVOLUTION IN THE NAME OF ISLAM WILL BE SEVERELY 
DEALT WITH BY THE NEW REGIME, WITH AN IMPLIED THREAT THAT 
THIS IS A GAME AFGHANISTAN CAN ALSO PLAY BY FOMENTING 
FURTHER UNREST AMONG THE PAKHTOON AND BALUCHI TRIBES. THE 
AFGHAN REVOLUTIONARIES SEEM TO SUSPECT THAT PAKISTAN IS ACTING 
AS A PROXY OF IRAN AND INSTIGATING THE MULLAHS OF THE ITTIHAD- 
UL-MUSLIMEEN ACROSS THE DURAND LINE TO OPPOSE THE NEW 
GOVERNMENT WITH THE PLEA THAT IT WAS A PUPPET OF THE SOVIET 
UNION. 

THE INDIAN POLICY HAS BEEN THAT, WHATEVER THE IDEOLOGICAL 
CHARACTER OF THE PRESENT REGIME IN AFGHANISTAN, THE VERY 
ATTEMPT TO DECRY ITS CLOSE TIES WITH MOSCOW AND BRAND IT 
AS A PROTEGE OF THE SOVIET UNION WOULD ONLY MAKE IT EVEN 
MORE DEPENDENT ON SOVIET SUPPORT. IT HAS BEEN URGING NOT ONLY 
IRAN AND PAKISTAN BUT EVEN BRITAIN AND THE UNITED STATES TO 
ADOPT A MORE TOLERANT ATTITUDE. IT WAS IN THIS CONTEXT THAT 
THE FOREIGN SECRETARY WENT TO KABUL RECENTLY TO ESTABLISH 
HIGH LEVEL CONTACTS WITH THE LEADERS OF THE NEW GOVERNMENT. 
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THE FACT THAT INDIA WAS THE FIRST COUNTRY TO TAKE SUCH AN 
INITIATIVE HAS BEEN GREATLY APPRECIATED BY THEM. 

END TEXT. FRY 

UNQUOTE 

GOHF.EN 
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